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HOUSEHOLD DEMOGRAPHICS

Are you now living in Greater New Orleans?

Yes [Record where] 97 Orleans 59
N [R d h th k d d i t i ] 3 J ff 32

Parish

Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans - 2007 Community Survey
July-August, 2007.  N=789

Hi, my name is [FIRST & LAST NAME].  The Sociology Department of Louisiana State University (LSU) in Baton Rouge is doing a survey on behalf of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans.  We are not doing any fund raising or selling anything.

This is a basic community survey of the type conducted by local Jewish Federations around the country.  The last such survey in New Orleans was over 
twenty years ago.  The survey is important to help planning the rebuilding of the Jewish community.  Of course, any answers you give are completely 
confidential, and you are free to refuse to answer any question or to end the survey at any time.  

If you have questions about the survey or respondents’ rights, we can tell you where to learn more.  

No [Record where, thank, and end interview] 3 Jefferson 32
Other GNO 7

1 Person 22
2 People 37
3 People 16
4 People 17
5 People 5
6 People 1
8 People 1

Now, Including yourself, how many people live in your household, including children who are temporarily away at school? 
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Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans - 2007 Community Survey
July-August, 2007.  N=789

Age 
(avg.) Male Female Yes No

Jewish 
& Other Yes No

Jewish 
& Other

Respondent 48.8 48 52 93 7 1 96 3 1
Adult 2 49.2 47 53 62 37 1 72 28 0
Adult 3 31.3 61 39 74 26 0 81 19 0

[H hild 17 d i th h h ld?]

What is the relationship of the other person(s) to you?  How old are you? And your …  Gender?  (Were you / Was everyone in your household) born or 
raised Jewish? IF NO: Who was not?  (Are you / Is everyone in your household) currently Jewish? IF NO: Who is not? 

Gender Born or raised Jewish Currently Jewish

How old are your …  Gender.  (Was your child / Were your children) born Jewish? IF NO: Who was not?  (Is your child / Are your children) being raised 
Jewish? IF NO: Who was not?

[Have children age 17 and younger in the household?]

Yes 31
No 69

Age 
(avg.) Male Female Yes No

Jewish 
& Other Yes No

Jewish 
& Other

Child 9.7 52 48 88 11 2 91 7 2
Child 2 8.2 42 58 89 10 1 93 8 0
Child 3 6.0 38 63 88 12 0 91 9 0

Do you have adult children, age 18 and over, who have established their own homes? 

Yes 42
No 59

Gender Born or raised Jewish Currently Jewish
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Now (avg.) 6.5
Just before Hurricane Katrina hit (avg.) 7.2

Respondent Adult 2 Adult 3

Married 59 60 6
Living with partner 2 2 0
Separated 1 0 0
Divorced 7 1 0
Widowed 8 0 0
Single, never married 19 6 9

About how many of your family and relatives now live in Greater New Orleans … and how many lived here before Hurricane Katrina?

Are you currently married, living with a partner, separated, divorced, widowed, or have you never been married? …  

NA 5 31 85

What is the highest grade of schooling that you have completed?  And the other adults in your household?

Respondent Adult 2 Adult 3

Less than high school Diploma 0 1 14
High School Diploma 6 6 11
Vocational/Technical school 1 1 0
Some College 11 11 26
College degree 31 36 20
Some graduate school 6 6 9
Graduate degree 46 39 20
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Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans - 2007 Community Survey
July-August, 2007.  N=789

[If Graduate Degree]  Which degree?  Check any that apply.  And the other adults in your household?

Respondent Adult 2 Adult 3

MD [Doctor of Medicine] 9 14 7
Law degree 27 26 6
PhD 10 17 37
MBA [Master of Business Administration] 10 4 5
Other Master’s degree [eg, MA, MS, MSW] 36 29 5
Other graduate degree 9 10 40

What is your employment status?  And the other adults in your household?

Respondent Adult 2 Adult 3

Retired 19 14 3
Student 4 1 35
Homemaker 5 11 1
Employed full or part time 69 70 48
Unemployed 4 4 14

JEWISH EDUCATION OF ADULTS

When you were growing up, did you do any of the following?  Please check all that apply.

Attended Hebrew/Sunday School 80
Attended Jewish Day School 12
Attended or worked at a Jewish overnight 
camp 38

Participated regularly in a Jewish youth group 48
Participated regularly in Jewish activities 
sponsored by Jewish college groups, such as 
Hillel or Chabad 27
None of these activities 10

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES
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Now, (do you / does anyone in your household) –

  (sorted by frequency) Always Usually Sometimes Never

Participate in a Passover Seder? 74 14 8 5
Light Hanukkah candles? 70 13 10 8
Fast on Yom Kippur? 46 16 15 23
Light Sabbath candles on Friday night? 12 11 39 38
Have a Christmas tree? 9 4 11 76

Do you keep a kosher home?

Yes 9
No 87
Don't Know, No Answer 4

Which of the following statements comes closest to describing you – 

You are religious 12
You are spiritual but not religious 35
You are both spiritual and religious 37
You are neither 11
Don't Know, No Answer 5
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  (sorted by frequency)
Every 
Day

Once or 
Twice a 
Week

Once or 
Twice a 
Month

Once or 
Twice a 

Year Never

Talk about religion informally with friends 5 21 44 22 7
Read Jewish books, newspapers or 
magazines 8 19 47 13 13
Enjoy Jewish music 6 10 25 34 26
Volunteer to help the disadvantaged, social 
justice, or tikkun olam 8 12 19 29 32
Visit Jewish-themed websites 7 11 24 25 34
Pray at meals 9 12 18 19 42

Now I am going to read you a list of things that people do as part of their Jewish, spiritual, or religious life.  How often have you done each of the following 
activities in the last 12 months – every day, once or twice a week, once or twice a month, once or twice a year, or never? 

Pray at meals 9 12 18 19 42
Attended religion classes 1 5 9 15 71
Visit Jewish dating websites 0 1 4 5 90

  (sorted by frequency) A Lot Some A Little None At All

Leading an ethical and moral life 80 12 5 3
Feeling part of the Jewish people 74 19 6 1
Remembering the Holocaust 71 22 5 2
Caring about Israel 62 28 7 3
Understanding Jewish history 59 31 9 2
Making the world a better place 60 24 10 6
Believing in God 58 19 15 8
Learning about Jewish culture 57 32 9 2
Having Jewish friends 52 28 14 5

Donating money to help those less fortunate 49 34 12 6
Attending synagogue 34 37 23 6
Dietary restrictions, such as avoiding pork, 
not mixing milk and meat, keeping Kosher 11 14 16 60

For you personally, how much does being Jewish involve each of the following? Would you say a lot, some, a little, or none at all? 
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Do you consider yourself:

Ultra Orthodox 1
Modern Orthodox 4
Conservative 15
Reform 63
Reconstructionist 1
Just Jewish 10
Other [Specify] 3
Don't Know, No Answer 4

Not including weddings and funerals, how often do you attend religious services?

Every week (or more often) 13
Once or twice a month 23
A few times per year 36
Just High Holidays 17
Never 6
Don't Know, No Answer 4

MEMBERSHIPS

(Are you / Is anyone in your household) currently a synagogue or temple member?

Yes 73
No 22
Don't Know, No Answer 4
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[IF YES] What is the name of your Synagogue or Temple?

Chabad Lubavitch of Louisiana – Metairie 2
Chabad Lubavitch of Louisiana - Uptown 2
Congregation Anshe Sfard 1
Congregation Beth Israel 3
Congregation Gates of Prayer 21
Northshore Jewish Congregation 6
Shir Chadash Conservative Congregation 13
Temple Sinai 21
Touro Synagogue 27
Other [SPECIFY] 3

On average, how long does it take you to get to…

Under 
10 mins

10-30 
minutes

Over 30 
minutes

Doesn’t 
apply

Your synagogue 45 38 5 12
The nearest JCC 48 32 7 14

American Israel Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC) 6
Anti-Defamation League 12
B'nai B'rith 6
Hadassah 22
Hillel 9
Israel Bonds 7
Jewish Children’s Regional Service 10
National Council of Jewish Women 22
Uptown Jewish Community Center (U-JCC) 18
Metairie Jewish Community Center (M-JCC) 9
None 31
Other 12

INFORMAL JEWISH EDUCATION OF CHILDREN [Skip section if no children]

Are you / Is anyone in your household currently a member of or actively involved in any Jewish organization?  [Check all that apply]
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Have any of your children visited Israel?

Yes 20
No 80

This past summer, did any of your children attend or work at a Jewish day camp or an overnight camp?  

Yes 49
No 51

Do you plan to send your child(ren) to a Jewish summer day camp or overnight camp?

Yes 24
Probably 28
No 48

Are any of your children currently participating in a Jewish youth group?

Yes 31
No 69

Do any of your children attend a Jewish preschool or child care program

Yes 26
No 74
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FORMAL JEWISH EDUCATION OF CHILDREN [Skip section if no children]

Are your children currently attending a Jewish nursery school, Hebrew or Sunday school?  [Record separate answer for each child]

Anshe Sfard 0
Congregation Gates of Prayer 4
Jewish Community Center - Uptown 3
New Orleans Jewish Day School 0
Northshore Jewish Congregation 1
Shir Chadash Conservative Congregation 1
Temple Sinai 3
Torah Academy 1
Touro Synagogue 4
No, None 12

[IF NO] Have your children ever attended a Hebrew or Sunday school?

Yes 30
No 70
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SOCIAL SERVICES

In the past year, did you or anyone in your household need:

Yes
In-home health care? 6
A nursing home? 1
Adult day care? 1
Home-delivered meals? 1
Transportation for seniors? 2

And in the past year, did you or anyone in your household need:

Yes
Marital, family, or personal counseling? 14
Help in finding a job or choosing an 
occupation? 10
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PROGRAMS IN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

  (sorted by Importance) Past Since K Future Very
Some-
what

Don't 
Need It

Haven’t 
Used Satisf. Neutral

Not 
Satisf.

Haven’t 
Used

Cultural offerings (speakers, films, music) 44 36 46 43 41 2 14 65 14 1 20
Community gatherings and festivals (besides 
religious services) 39 39 39 48 35 2 16 65 12 2 21
Tikkun olam, social justice, aid to those in 
need, incl Post-Hurricane Recovery 21 24 23 63 7 4 26 55 9 3 33

The Jewish Community provides various programs, activities, and services.  For each of the following, please tell us:  Did you or anyone in your household 
use this Program, Activity, or Service – check all that apply: Used in the two years preceding Hurricane Katrina.  Used since Hurricane Katrina.  Think you 
will use in the next 24 months.  [If used:] How important is this Program or Service?  How satisfied are/were you with it?

Used [If asked:] Importance [If asked:] Satisfaction

y
Religious education for children and youth 22 16 16 54 7 5 34 46 9 3 42
Adult/Continuing Education 21 15 22 40 27 4 30 48 10 2 40
Jewish Day or Summer Camp 16 14 13 46 11 7 36 50 8 3 39
Emergency Financial Assistance 3 15 4 45 11 8 36 43 5 2 50
Activities for youth, college students, and 
young adults 15 11 13 45 12 6 37 34 14 3 48
Programs that bring Reform, Conservative, 
Orthodox together 11 10 13 39 18 5 37 31 14 4 51
Spiritual, Personal growth 11 10 14 41 13 6 41 31 9 3 58
Missions to Israel and overseas 9 4 10 36 16 4 44 36 5 1 58
Counseling and support services 6 7 7 38 12 6 44 26 8 2 65
Leadership Development 9 8 9 37 10 6 48 33 6 1 60
Welcome Wagon and Attracting New Jewish 
Families to New Orleans 2 2 7 35 11 5 50 15 10 4 71
Outreach to Non-Jewish Community 6 4 9 31 17 5 47 21 12 2 65
Outreach to the Unaffiliated 4 3 6 34 10 5 51 11 11 2 75
Activities and Support for Seniors 5 4 7 33 9 7 51 18 7 1 74
Programs for interfaith couples & families 4 3 5 28 14 10 49 21 5 3 72
Discussion groups on practical matters: child-
raising, family issues, pers. finance 4 3 6 24 17 6 53 19 7 1 73
Women’s or Men’s issues 6 4 7 24 16 9 52 19 5 4 72
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JEWISH AGENCIES

  (sorted by positive rating) Very
Some-
what

Not at 
all

Excellen
t Good Fair Poor

Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans 56 33 4 42 33 6 2
Uptown Jewish Community Center (JCC) 57 26 9 46 28 5 0
Jewish Family Service (JFS) 41 32 19 44 22 2 1
Metairie Jewish Community Center (JCC) 34 29 29 25 28 7 1
Hillel 31 32 27 21 33 5 1
Jewish Endowment Foundation (JEF) 30 27 34 28 24 2 0
Jewish Children’s Regional Service 29 25 35 30 19 3 1

Now, are you very, somewhat, or not at all familiar with the…  What is your perception of the … excellent, good, fair, or poor?  

New Orleans Jewish Day School 23 34 33 17 20 12 4
Hebrew Free Loan Association 3 5 79 3 7 1 2

MEDIA

Did you know this survey was being done before we contacted you?

Yes 38
No 57
Don't Know, No Answer 5

In the past year, did you visit the Jewish Federation web site, www.jewishnola.com?  [If Yes]  About how often?

Every Day 1
Once or Twice a Week 7
Once or Twice a Month 21
Once or Twice a Year 21
Never 46
Don't Know, No Answer 5
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Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans - 2007 Community Survey
July-August, 2007.  N=789

[If Yes]  How would you rate the Jewish Federation web site, www.jewishnola.com, excellent, good, fair, or poor?

Excellent 10
Good 32
Fair 5
Poor 0
Don't Know, No Answer 53

Do you receive The Jewish News Online, the weekly email from the Jewish Federation?  [If Yes]  About how often do you read it?

Every week 29
Once or Twice a Month 17
Once or Twice a Year 4
Get but don’t read 6
No, don’t get 38
Don't Know, No Answer 5

[If Yes]  How would you rate The Jewish News Online, excellent, good, fair, or poor?

Excellent 13
Good 30
Fair 9
Poor 0
Don't Know, No Answer 49

Every week 7
Once or Twice a Month 53
Once or Twice a Year 4
Get but don’t read 6
No, don’t get 25
Don't Know, No Answer 5

Do you receive The Deep South Jewish Voice, the bi-monthly newspaper out of Birmingham, Alabama that is the official paper of the Jewish Federation?  
[If Yes]  About how often do you read it?
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[If Yes]  How would you rate The Deep South Jewish Voice, excellent, good, fair, or poor?

Excellent 13
Good 35
Fair 16
Poor 2
Don't Know, No Answer 35

ANTI-SEMITISM

In the past year, in the Greater New Orleans area, did you personally experience anti-Semitism?

Yes 15
No 80
Don't Know, No Answer 5

ISRAEL

(Have you / Has any adult in your household) visited Israel?

Yes 56
No 40
Don't Know, No Answer 5

[If Yes]  How often in the last … ?

5 Years [How often] (avg.) 1.6
6-10 Years [How often] (avg.) 1.6
10+ Years [How often] (avg.) 2.6
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VOLUNTEERISM

In the past year, did you do any volunteer work for, or sponsored by, a synagogue, Jewish Federation, or other Jewish organization?

Yes 48
No 47
Don't Know, No Answer 5

In the past year, did you do any volunteer work for, or sponsored by, any organization that is not specifically Jewish?

Yes 55
No 40
Don't Know, No Answer 6

PHILANTHROPY

In the past year, did (you / your household) donate to the Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans’ Annual Campaign?

Yes 62
No 33
Don't Know, No Answer 5

[IF NO] In the past year, (were you / was anyone in your household) contacted to make a donation to the Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans?

Yes 10
No 23
Don't Know, No Answer 67

In the past year, other than to Jewish Federation, did (you / your household) donate to any local or national Jewish charity or cause?

Yes [Multiple answers possible] 61
No 34
Don't Know, No Answer 5
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Yes [Multiple answers possible] 80
No 14
Don't Know, No Answer 6

MIGRATION

Now we’d like to ask some questions about the community you live in

How long have you lived in Greater New Orleans? (avg.) 31.6

In the past year, did (you / your household) donate to any charity or cause that is not specifically Jewish, such as the United Way, the Cancer Society, or a 

[If 2 years or less: ask if R moved to GNO since Hurricane Katrina, and if so ask]  What are the two or three main reasons you moved here?  [DON’T 
READ OUT ANSWERS]

A job offer or business opportunities 2
A financial incentive 0
Family ties, friends 0
Relief, Recovery efforts 1
The food, music, culture 0
Other [SPECIFY] 0

About when did your first family members or ancestors move to Greater New Orleans?

(Average) 1931

How likely is it that you will move away from Greater New Orleans within the next two years or so?

Very likely 5
Somewhat likely 12
Somewhat unlikely 15
Very unlikely 62
Haven’t decided 7

May 2008 Page 17Questionnaire and Percentages



Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans - 2007 Community Survey
July-August, 2007.  N=789

How likely is it that you will move to a different neighborhood within Greater New Orleans within the next two years or so?

Have already done so 5
Very likely 4
Somewhat likely 10
Somewhat unlikely 8
Very unlikely 70
Haven’t decided 3

HURRICANE DAMAGE & RECOVERY

None or almost none 31

How much physical damage did your residence suffer as a result of hurricane Katrina and the subsequent flooding?  [If apartment or condo: your own 
unit.]

Some physical damage 39
Major physical damage 25
Complete destruction, unsalvageable 6

How would you rate the overall Hurricane recovery of the following?

Fully Mostly 
About 
Half

Some-
what

Not at 
All

Your own household 61 27 4 4 4
Your neighborhood 41 39 10 8 2
The Jewish community 2 31 41 25 2
The Greater New Orleans Area 0 3 21 64 12
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NEW ORLEANS ISSUES

How satisfied are you with each of the following in New Orleans?

  (sorted by satisfaction)
Very 

Satisf. Satisf.
In the 
Middle Dissat.

Very 
Dissat.

The Jewish Community 21 53 23 3 1
Local Media 8 37 39 10 6
The Economy 1 5 28 43 24
K-12 Education 1 5 17 34 43
Infrastructure 0 2 19 36 42
Political Leadership 0 2 5 24 69

And how worried are you about each of the following in New Orleans?

  (sorted by frequency)

Not at 
all 

Worried
Not very 
Worried

In the 
Middle Worried

Very 
Worried

Another Hurricane 2 9 21 30 38
Crime 0 5 16 31 47
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FINANCIAL RESOURCES

Do you rent or own your home?

Rent 15
Own 79
Don't Know, No Answer 6

What was the total income that you and all other members of your household earned before taxes during 2006, from all sources.

Under $25,000 6
$25,000 to $50,000 7
$50,000 to $75,000 7
$75,000 to $100,000 11
$100,000 to $200,000 17
$ $$200,000 to $400,000 7
More than $400,000 6
Prefer not to say 39

NEW COMMUNITY MEMBERS

We want to estimate the size of the Jewish community of Greater New Orleans

No One 82
1 4
2 2
3-4 3
5+ 6
Don't Know 4

I would like to thank you on behalf of the entire Jewish community for your cooperation with this study.

About how many Jewish people do you know who have recently moved here, or live here but are not affiliated with a Jewish organization
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